
Wait For It  
Romans 5:1-8; James 1:1-4 

 
We have spent a month this year tracing the life of James, the younger half-brother of Jesus, who 
worked side by side with Jesus in Joseph’s woodshop for many years, and then left his mother 
and brothers in Nazareth to pursue his calling as the only begotten Son of his heavenly Father. 
He was the Savior God sent to rule his people and to save anyone from anywhere who will give 
up his own way of life and live out the gospel Jesus taught and the example Jesus set.  
  
Which was really confusing to his mother, brothers, and sisters, who dearly loved him and who 
only wanted Jesus back in the woodshop and back to his place at their table. It took the Cross and 
the Resurrection for James and the rest of Jesus’ family to understand that he had left them, not 
to bring them to tears but to save them and you and me and the whole world as well.  
  
After the resurrection, James and his brothers finally took up with the apostles and disciples of 
Jesus.  And so James was there when the Holy Spirit descended upon them all at Pentecost. 
James was there when the Greek and Israelite disciples fell out with each other in the church, and 
the apostle Peter nominated deacons, all of them Greek, to sort out the injustices that had gone 
on in the Jerusalem congregation. And James watched one of them, Stephen, become so 
outspoken that he provoked a riot in the temple and was murdered for speaking truths old Israel 
wouldn’t hear. 
  
And at that moment everything changed for the Christians in Jerusalem.  Soon after Stephen,  the 
other James, the brother of John, was put to death and it became unsafe for Jesus’ apostles to 
remain in the Holy City.  So off into wind, faraway and overseas, went the best and the brightest 
of Jesus’ apostles, and the believers in Jerusalem looked around at what was left on the 
leadership bench and God led them to go with Jesus’ kid brother, James, who had studied 
Hebrew with Jesus at the Nazareth synagogue and who had stayed kosher with Jesus at Joseph 
and Mary’s table. 
  
And I think they chose him, at least in part, because James wasn’t Greek like Stephen, who had 
gotten himself killed.  They didn’t want a leader who was going to get killed.  James loved the 
Lord Jesus, James would be loyal to the gospel Jesus taught and the way of life he led. But we 
also saw last month that, in his heart and mind, in his life patterns and body language, James was 
old Israel through and through.  James would be loyal to Jesus’ gospel and he would obey Jesus 
as Lord and King, but he would also at least speak the language and understand the thinking of 
the Israelites, the people among whom the Jerusalem Christians were going to have to live. 



 
And we think that one of the first things James did after becoming the ruling elder of the 
Jerusalem Christians was to write a letter to all the disciples who had fled for their lives, their 
fortunes lost, their hearts broken, having to start all over, far away from the landscape, the 
customs, the food and the friendships they had known at home.  And the first thing James wants 
them to know is that he will be loyal to the gospel and to the Savior for whom they had lost 
everything. 
  
He writes, “From James, a bond-slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ…”. In other words, I 
may be in charge now and Jesus may be my brother, but I am a slave.  I am not free to do 
anything the gospel doesn’t teach and Jesus doesn’t want.  You can count on me not to betray the 
values and truths that so enraged old Israel that they chased you from your homes and your lives.  
  
So next James acknowledges his readers, “…to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad.” In 
other words, you are one of us, Israelites.  Even if old Israel has driven you away, I know you 
belong to and are loved by God.  And so James tells them to get their chins up: “Count it all joy, 
brothers and sisters, when you face many temptations.” First of all, we want to note that James 
has finally learned the lesson Jesus tried to teach him years before in Mark, chapter 3. :Anyone 
who does the will of God” Jesus said, “is my mother, brother and sister.” So James calls all 
these Jewish disciples, spread all over western Asia, as “brothers and sisters”. They all belong 
to him. 
 
And he knows they’re hurting, “Count it all joy…when you face many temptations.”  Now if 
you’re the sort of person who actually reads the blue Bibles when I read aloud, you will have 
noted that the word I translate “temptations” was actually “trials” in your blue Bible.  It’s a 
Greek word that is translated either trials or temptation about fifty percent of the time.  It can go 
either way in English.  Because in the New Testament the distinction between a trial and a 
temptation barely exists. 
  
The Greeks had a word for trouble, which is often translated “tribulation” in English.  
But the word James uses here is a different word, derived from the notion that a trial is a 
temptation, because there is a certain kind of trouble that demands a response from us.  When 
our hearts break, when disappointment engulfs us and a situation looks hopeless, quite often we 
can alleviate our distress by simply giving up on how God’s called us to live and what God’s 
called us to be and heading off toward some other way of life that looks more generous and 
hopeful and satisfying than staying within the boundaries of kingdom and family. 
  
Jesus warned us that “..the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction.” Jesus 
encouraged us to “Enter by the narrow gate.”, the gate where we choose to endure the sorrow of 



being unappreciated and misunderstood and unwanted by people who won’t understand the 
gospel call, the gate where we have to give up things we imagine we need to stay faithful to God 
and family and church. 
  
“Count it all joy,” James tells us.  Because if we hold on to what God says, if we stand fast in 
what he’s called us to be, he will do something inside us that will make more like him, more able 
to hang more able to do what’s right. It is an essential faith in God’s goodness and his power that 
allows us to face temptation with something like joy. Because James writes, “…you know that 
the testing of your faith produces endurance, and let endurance have its full effect that you may 
be mature and whole, lacking in nothing.”  
  
The point being that wholeness, healing, stability, real joy all grow from the discipline of just 
holding on when we are tempted by something that looks better than God and family and church. 
Hold on and believe that God will do better than what the world offers us on the cheap. 
 


